ares 


| CONVENTION 


Oe Fe 


ye REPRESE NTATIVES 


Sd 


ae THE. 
—— —%, = es se 
0 F 


\NEW- YORK, 


TO THEIR 


CONSTETUE NTS, : 


_FISH- KILL: Printed by S, LOUDON, 


- NOR WAC He 
Re -printed and {old by GREEN & SPOONER. , 


- 


Doccascccseococseo. . : S 
AN ADD 


.A T this important period, when the freedom and 
happinels, or the flavery and milery, of the pre-, 
-fent and future. generation of America is to be derer- 
‘mined ona folemn appeal to the, Supreme,Buler of all 
Events, to whom every individual muftne day an- 
_ fwer for the patt he now acts : Ip becomes the duty 
- of the Repreientatives of a free people, to call their 
attention to this moft-ferious fubject. And the more 
fo, at-a time when their enemies are induftrioufly cn- 
deavouring to.delude, intimidate and teduce them, by 
falfe juggeftions, artful mifreprefentations and infidi- 
ous promifes of protection, % 

You and all men were created free, and authorized 
to eftablifh civil. government, for the prefervation of 
your rights again{t gppreffion, and the fecurity of that, 
freedom which.God hath given you, againit the rapa- 


* 


* 


cious hand of tyranny and lawlels power, _ It is there-_ 


fore not only neceffary to the well-being of fociety, 
but the duty of every man, to oppofe and repel ail 
thofe, by whatever name or title ciltinguifhed, who 
proftitute the powers, of government to deftroy the 
bappinefs and freedom of the people over whom they 
_ may be oppointed to rule. 

Under the aulpices and direction of divine Provi- 
dence, your Foreiathers removed to the wilds and 
: wildernels of America. “ By their induftry they made 
- ita fruitful, and by their virtue a happy connery, 
And we fhould ftill have enjoyed the bleflings of peace 
: and plenty, if we had not forgotten the fource from 


which thoie bleffings flowed; and permitted cur coun- 


try to be.contaminated by the many fhanicful vices” 


© which have prevailed among us. It, 


. 
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“tt is a well” known truth: that no virtuous people. 
#ere ever oppreffed ; and itis alfo true that a fcourge 


‘wis never wanting to thofe of an oppofite character. 
Even the Jews, thofe favourites of Heaven, met with” 


the frowns, whenever they forgot the {miles of their 
cncvolent Creator. By tyrants of Eeypt,of Babylon, 
of Affyria, and of Rome, they were feverely chaftized. 
And thofe tyrants themielves, when they had executed 
the vengeante of Almighty God, their own crimes 
buriting on theit-own heads, received the rewards juft+ 
ly due to their violation of the facred rights of mankind. 
You were born equally free with the Jews, and have 
as good nght to be cxempred from the arbitrary do- 
ipination of Britain, as they had from the invafions of 
Egypt; Babylon, Affyrias or Rome, But they, for 
their wickednefls were permitted to be feourged by the 
Jatter, and we, for Le wickednefs are fcourged by 
tyrants as cruel and implacable as thofe. : 
Our caie however is peculiarly diftingufhed. from 
theirs, Their enemies were ftrangers, unenlightened, 
and botind to them by no ties of gratitude or confan- 
suinity, Our enemies on the contrary call themf{elves 
Chriftians. They are of a nation and people bound to 
tis by the fttongeft ties. A people by whofe fide we 
have fought and bled, whole power we have contri- 
buted to ‘raf’, who owe much of their wealth to our 
induftry, and whofe grandeur has been augmented by 
our exertions. ~ 
It is unneceflary to rethind you, that during the 
{pace of between one and two hundred years, every 
man fat under his own vine and his own fig tree, and 
there was none to make him afraid. That the people 
of Britaiti hever claimed a right to difpofe of us, and 
every thing belohging to us according to their will and 
pleaiure; until the reign of the prefent King of that 
Ifand. And that to enforce this abominable claim, 


they have invaded our country by fea and by land, 
% From 
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From this:extravagant. nd iniquitous claim, and. frons 


~ the unreafonable as wellas efucl manner. in which they- 
would gain our fubmiflion it feems,as tho’ Providence. 


were determined:to ule them as inftruments. to punt 

the guilt of this country, and bring, us back to,a fenfe, 
of duty to.our creator. 

You. may remember, that to obtain, redrefs of the. 


many grievances. to which the King and Parliament of. 


Great-Britain had fubjeSted you, the mot dutiful peti-’ 
tions prefented, not enly by the feveral Afiemblies, 


but by the Reprefentatives of all America in General, 


Congrefs. And you cannot have forgotten with what 


contempt they. were rejected, Nay, the humbleft of 


all petitions, praying only to, be heard, was aniwered; 
by the.found of the trumpet and, clafhing of. arms, 
This however is not the only occafion on which the 
hearts of Kings have been hardened ;_and in all prose. 
bability it will add to rhe number of thole inflances, 


in which: their opprefiion, injuftice and hardnels of 


- heart have worked their dettructiony : 

Being bound by the ftrongett obligations to defend. 
the inheritance which Ged hath given us, to Him we 
referred our caufe; and oppoled the afaults of our tafl-. 
matters, being determined rather to die free, than live 
flaves and entail bondage on,our children, 

By our vigorous efforts, and by the goodnefs of di- 
_vine providence, thofe crucl invaders were driven from. 
\our country in the laf campaign. We, then flattered: 
ourfelves, that the fignal fucceis of our arms, and the 
unanimity and the {pirit of our people, would have in-. 
duced our foes to weit from the protecution of their, 
wicked defigns, and, difpoled, their hearts to peace, 

Bur peace we had not yet delerved. E-xultation took 
place of thanksgiving, and alcribed that to our own. 
prowes, which was only to be attributed to the Great 


Guardian of the innocent, 
U j : ~ "Fhe 
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“Tht enemy with greater ftrength, again invaded ts. 
Tavade us not lefs by theirarts than their arms, * "Phey? 
tell you that if you fubmit you fhall have protection, ’ 
That their King breathes nothing but peace. - That’ 
he will revife (not repeal) all his cruel as and inftruc- 
tions. And will receive you into favor. But what 
are the terms on which you are promifed 
peace ? Have you heard of any, except abfolute un-" 
conditional obedience and fervile fubmiffion ? If his! 
profeffions are honeft, if he means‘not to cajole and 
deceive you, why are ‘you not explicitly intormed of 
the terms, and whether the parliament mean to tax you 
hereafter at their will and pleafure. ? Upon this and the 
like points, thefe military commiffioners;of peace are 
fiient; and indeed are not authorized to fay a word.’ 
Unlefs a power to grant pardons, implies a power to 
adjuit claims and fecure privileges , or unleis the bare 
poficflion of life, is the only privilege which Americans 
are toenjoy. For a power to grant pardons, is the on- 
ly one which their parliament ‘or prince have thought 
proper to give them. And yet they fpeak of peace, 
but hold daggers in their hafids, They invite you to 
accept of bleffings, and ftain your habitations with: 
blood. Their voice refemblés the voice of Jacob, bur 


their hands are like the hands of Efau. 


It their Sovereign intends to repeal any of the acts: 
we complain of, why are they not {pecially named ? It 
he defigns you fhall befree, why does he nor promife 
that the claim of his parliament to bind you in all caies 
whatfoever, fhall be given up and relinquifhed ? If a 
reafonable peace was intended, why did he not impow- 
er his Commiffioners to treat with the Congrets, or 
with deputies from all the Affemblies ? Or why was 
not fome other mode devifed, in which America might 
be heard ? Isit not highly ridiculous for them to pre- 
tend, sigs nid are authorized to treat of a peace bes 

tween 
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_.tweenBritain and America, with every man they meet ? 
- Was fuch a treaty ever heard of before ? Is: fuch an 
inftance to be met with in the hiftory. mankind ? No! 
~The truth is, peace is not meant, and their {pecious* 

' pretences and proclamations, are calculated only to 

-diiunite and. deceive. 

. Ifthe King of Britain really defired peace, Why 
did he order all your veflels to be teized and confi. 
cated ? Why did he moft cruelly. command, that ibe 
mtn found on board fuch veffels fhould be added to 
the crews of his Ships of War and compelled to fight 
againtt their own countrymen ; {pill the blood of their 
neighbours and friends, nay, of their brothers and 
-children : And all this before his pretended Embaf- 
fadors of peace had arrived on our fhores ? Does any 


hiftory facred or prophane, record any thing more an- © 


pious, more horrible, more excrebly wicked, tyrannical 


or devilifh ? If there be one fingle idea of peace in his © 


mind, Why does he order your cities to be burnt, your 
country defolated, your brethren to ftarve and languith 
and die in prifons ? If any thing was intended befides 
_ deftruction, devaftion and blood{hed, Why are merce- 
-Maries of Germany tranfported near four thouland 
_miles, to plunder your houfes ; to ravifh your wives 
, and daughters ; to ftrip your infant children ; to ex- 
_ pole whole families, naked miferable and forlorn, to 
want, to hunger, to inclement .fkies and wretched 
deaths ? It peace were not totally reprobated by him. 
. Why are thdfe pufilanimous, deluded, fervile wretches 
among you, who for prefent cafe or impeous bribes 
would fell their liberty, their children, and their fouls ; 
who like favages worlhip every devil who promifes not 
- to hurt them, or obey any mandates however cruel for 
_ which they are paid ; how is it, that thefe fordid deos- 
_ erate creatures, who bow the knee to this King, and 
; Gaily offer incenfe at his thrine, fhould be denied she « 
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‘peace fo repeatedly promifed them ? Why. are they in- 
difcriminately abufed, robbed and plundered with their 
‘more deferving neighbours? But in this world, as ‘in 
the other, it is right and juft, that the wicked fhould 
be punifhed by their feducers, S 
In a word, if peace was the defire of your enemies, 


t 
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“and humanity their objeét, Why do they thus trample — 


“ander foot every right and every duty, human and ch- 
“vine ?. Why like the Demons of old, is their wrath to 
‘be expiated oily by human facrifices ?. Why do they 
excite the favages of the wildernefs to ' murder our ib- 
habitants, and exercife cruelries unheard of among Ci- 
vilized nations ? © No regard for religion or virtue fe- 
“mains among them, Your-very churches bear witnefs 
to their imprety. Your churches are ufed without 


“hefitation, as goals, as ftables, and as houfes of {port — 
“and theatrical exhebitions. What faith, what — 


-truft, what confidénce can you Trepofe in thofe men, 
who-are deaf to the calls of humanity, dead to evety 


fentiment of religion and void of all regard for the — 


temples of the Lord of Holts ? 


And why all this defolation, blood-thed and unpa- 
ralleled cruelty ? They tell you to reduce you to obe- — 


dience. Obediénce 1 To what ? To their fovereign 


hall be pardoned, becaufe you confent to be flaves. 
And why fhould you be flaves'now, having been frée- 


“will and pleafure. And what then ? Why ther yeu — 


men ever fince this country was fettled ¢ ‘Becaute for- 
footh the King and parliament of an Iffand, three thou- 
{and miles off, chafe that you ‘fhould be hewers of — 
wood, and drawers of water for them. Andis this the — 
people whofe prowd domination you ate taught to foli- — 
cit ? Is this the peace which fone of you fo ardently — 


defire ? For fhame ! For fhame’? 


But you are told, that their armies are numerous, — 


great, 


heir fleet ftrong, their foldicrs valiant, their refourcee 


feat, that you will be conquered, that vidtory ever at= 
‘tends their ftandard, and therefore that your oppofiti~ 
on is vain, your refiftance fruitlefs. What then? You 
_ can but be flaves at laft, if you fhould think life wortli 

holding on fo bafe a tenure. 

But who is it that gives-vi@ory ? By whom is a 
nation exalted ? Since what period hath the race been 
always to the {wift, arid the battle to the ftrong ? Can 
you be perfuaded that the merciful King of Kings hath 
jurrendered his crown and {ceptre to the mercilefs ty= 
‘rant of Britain ; and committed the affaits of this lower 
world to his guidance, controul ahd dite@ion : We 
learned otherwife from our fathers ; ahd God himfelf 
hath told us, that ftrength and numbers” avail'Hor'‘az 
gainft him, Seek then to be at peace with him, folicit 
his alliance; and fear not the boaited {trength and 
power of your foes, — : ‘ 

You may’be told that yotir forts havé beet takeny 

your country ravaged, and that your armies have re= 
treated ; and therefore that God is not with you. It 

is true that fome forts have been taken, that our coun 
try hath been ravaged, and that our Maker is difpleafed 
with us. Butvit is alfo true that the King of Heaven. 
is not like the King of Britain, implacable. Tf his afz 
fiftance be fincerely implored, it will furely be obtain- 
ved. If we turn from our fins, he will turn from his 
anger. Then will our arms be crowned with fuccefs, 
: and the pride and power of our enemies, like the arro> 
ance and pride of Nebuchadnezar, will vanith away: 
Let us do our duty and victory will be our teward. 
Leta general reformation of manners take place. Lec® 
ho. more widows and orphans, compelled to fly froni’ 

their peaceful abodes, complain that you make a mark- 
et-of their diftrels; and take cruel advantage of their 
neceflities. When your country is invaded and cries 
ond: for your aid, Ay nog to iome secure’ cornet of a*- 
bij B Reighbouring 
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seighbouring State and. remain idle fpeétators of het - 
dittreis; out fhare in her fate and manfully fupport her 


eauie. Let univerial charity, public fpirit and private 


virtue, be inculeated, encouraged and practifed. Us 


nite in preparing for a vigorous defence of your coun= — 
try,asif all dependedon yourownexertions.. And when — 
you have done theie things, then rely upon the good © 


provicence of Almighty God for fuccefs ; in ful confie | 
dence that without his bleffing, all our efforts wilh | 


inevitably. fail. 


A. people moving on: thefe folid principles, never 
have been,,and never will be iubjugated by any tyrant — 
‘whatever Ceafe then to defre the fcfhpots of Egypt, — 


and agemenber their, tafk-maiters and oppreffion. No 
longer hefirate about rejecting all dependance on a 


King, who will rule you only with a red ofiron. Telb 


thole who blame you for declaring youfelves independ= 
ent, that you had done no more than what your late 
King had done for you. That he declared you to be 


out of his proteétion, Fhat he abfolved you from alt 


allegiance. That he made war wpon you, and inftead 
of your King became your enemy and deftroyer. By 
his confent, by his own act, you became independent 
of his crown. If you are wife you will always conti- 
nue fo. Freedom is now in your power. Value the 


s 


heavenly gift. Remember that if you dare to negle& ; 


or defpife ir, you offer an infult to the divine beftower. 


Nor defpair of keeping it. Defpair and defpondency | 


mark a little mind and indicate a groveling fpirit. 

After the armies of Rome had been repeatedly des 
feated by Hannibal, that imperial city was befieged by 
this brave and -experienced general, at the head of a 
numerous and victorious army. But fo far were her 


lorious citizens from being difmayed by the lofs of fo | 


many battles, and of all their country ; fo confident im 
ahcir own ‘virtue, and the protection. of heaven; thas 


= * ao = {es : 
_ ghe very landen which the Carthagenians were encampr 
ed, was fold at public auction for more than the ofual 
price. Thofe heroic citizens diidained to reccive his 
protections, or to regard his proclamations. They res 
membered that their anceftors had left them free. Ane 
-geltors who bad bled in refcumg their county. from 
the tyranny of kings. They invoked the protecticn 
of the Suprime Being, they bravely defended their city, 
~ qvith undaunted refolutionthey repcled che enemy, and 
 wecovered their country.. Bhrth then ye. degencrate 
~ fpirits | who give all ower for loft, becaule your «nes 


mies have marched thro’ three or four counties, in this 


and aneighbouring State. Ye, who balely Ay to have 
‘the yoke of flavery fixed upon your necks, and to fwear 
that you and your children after you fhall be. flaves 
forever, Such men deicrve-to be flaves, and are fit 
only for beaft of burden to the ref of mankind. Lap, 
py would it be for America if they. were removed a- 
away, inftead of eontinuing in this country to peaple it 
“with a race of animals, who from their form mutt be 
clafled with the- human’ fpecies, but poflels none OF 
thofe qualities which render man more relpectable 
than the brutes. oe : 
There never yet was a war, in which victory and 
faccefs did not fometimes change fides. In_ the pre- 
fent nothing hath happened either fingular or decifive. 
Inquire dilpafionately and be not deceived by thote 
-arttul tales which emiflaries from the enemy fo indu- 
ftrioufly circulate. ip nas AE compen ea he 
A powerful and well-difciplined army, fupported by 
a refpeCtable-fleet, invade this country: They are op: 
poied by an army, which tho’ numerous and brave, is 
quite undifciplined. Notwithfanding this: maniictt 
-dilparity, they-have never thought it predent to give 
us battley though they have often hac the faireft op- 
portyaities, True it is, that aking advantage of thas 
nig. < SECON 
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€fitical moment, when our forces were almoft difbands 
ed, they have penetrated into Jerfey, and marched a_” 
confiderable diftance without being attacked. . If any 

~-are alarmed at this circumftance, let them confider that ~ 
we do not fight for a few acres of land, but for free. 
dom ; for the freedom and happinefs of millions yet 
unborn. Would it not be highly imprudent to rifque 
fuch important events upon the iffue of ageneral battle, 
when it is ceftain Great-Britain cannot long continue 
the war, and by protracting it we cannot fail of fuccels ? 

. ‘The Britifh Miniftry ,fenfible of this truth, and con- 
vinced that the people of England areaware of it, have 
promifed that the prefent campaign fhall be the lait, 
They are greatly and juftly alarmed at their fituation. 
‘A-country drained of men and monéy,_the difficulty of 
fupplying fleets and armies at fo great diftance ; the 
clanger of domeitic infurrections , the probability that 
¥rance will take advantage of their defencelefs condi- 
tion ; the ruin of their commerce by our privateers ; 
“ahefe are circumftances at which the boldett are dif- 
mayed, They are convinced that the people will noe 
yemain long content in fuch a dangerous fituation, 
Hence it is, that they prefs fo hard to make this cam-~ 
paign decifive ; and hence it 1s, that we fhould endea- 
vour to avoid it. Even fuppofe that Philadelphia, 
which many believe to be of {uch great importance, 
fuppofe it was taken or abandoned, the conqueft of 
‘America will {till be at a diftance, Millions, determin- 
ed to be free, itill remain to be fubdued- Millions, 
whodifdain to part with their liberties, theirconfciences 
and the happinelfs of their pofterity in future ages, for | 
infamons protections and difhonourable pardons. | 


But, amiaft all the terror and difmay which have tae 
ken hold upon fome weak minds, let us confider the 
advantages under which we profecute the prefenc war, 
Qur country fupplies us with almoft every STONES 

—  . Walca 
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which is neceffary for life or defence. Arms and am« 
munition are now abundantly manufactured in almoft 
all the American States, and’ our armies will be anply 
fupplied with all military ftores. We have nfore fight 


‘ing men in America than Britain can poffibly fend. 
“Our trade is free, and every port of France and Spain 


affords proteétion to our fhips. Other nations, invited 
by the advantages of our commerce, willdoubtlefs foon 
follow their example ; and experience mult convince 
the moft incredulous, that the Britifh navy cannot ex~- 
clude us from the fea. If their armies have invaded, 
ravaged and plandered our dominions and-our people 
have we not fuccefsfully attacked them on their boalted . 
empire of the ocean ? Have not our privateers brought 

into the ports of America, Britifh property to the a- 

mount of more than fifteen hundsed thoufand pounds ?. 

And do we not daily receive the moft valuable cargoes 

from foreign countries, in fpite of thofe ficets whofe 

colours have waved in triumph over the globe ? The » 
article of falt, about which fome of you have been un- 
ealy, will foon be fully fupplied. The fhores of ‘Ame-" 
rica are wafhed by the ocean for more than two thou- 
fand miles, works for manufacturing falt have been. 
ercéted and proved fuccefsful, and many cargoes of it 
are expected and have arrived inthe neighbouring States, 
Provifions of every kind abound among us. From 
our plenteous ftores Great-Britain hath heretofore fup- 
plied her neceflities, though fhe now moft wantonly 
and ungratefully abufes the kind hand which h&th mi- 
niftefed to her wants, and alleviated her diftrefs. As 
to cloathing ; the rapid increafe of our manufaétures, 
and the fupplies we obtain from abroad, quiet all fears 
upon that fubjeét. By the moft authentic intelligence 
from Europe, we are informed, that the people of 


_ France are ripe for a war with Britain, and will not o- 


mut the prefent opportunity of extending their com- 
: merce 


¢ 
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_ merce and humbling their rival. Every Statein Bug. 
Be, fope beheld with a jealous eye the growing power of 
: the Britith empire, and the additional ftrength fhe dai- 
a dy received from this amazing continent ; Far they 
could not but perceive that their own fecurity was di- 
minifhedin proportion as her power to injure them ins>: 
_ €reafed. Whence is it then that fome perions pretend. 
: toaflure you, that France, Spain, and the other Euro- 
pean Staces are not difpoied to favor you? The wife 
and virtuous of all nations have pronounced our caufe 
| to be juft, and approved the manner in which our 
: sefiitance hath been conduéted, ; 
Wh. ever ther: fore confiders the nataral ftrength and advan 
tages of shis couatry, the diltance it is removed from Biitaia, 
the obvious policy of many European powers. the great fup- 
plies of arms and ammajicon thearfully afforded us by the 
as: F:each and Soontirds, and the feeble and deftitute condition 
of B itain - Phat fhe is drained of mea and of moacy obliged - 
to hire foreign mercegarie: for the execution of her wicked pur- 
ee pofes ; in arrears toher troops for a twelve month’s pay, which 
se fhe cannot or wiil oot éif{charge ; her credit funk ; her trade — 
“a raised ; her iahabitanrs divided ; the King unpopular, and her. 
Miuifters execraied . That the is overwhelmed with a mon- 
4 ftrous debt ; cut ff from the vatt revenue heretofore obtained 
| By taxes on Ame icaa produce ; her Welt India-Mlands in a 
flarviog condition ; her thips taken ; her merchants isvolved 
im bavkruptcy ; her defigns againit us wicked, urjuft, cruel, 
7 contrary ta the laws of God and man, purfuing with implaca- 
ble, uare'eating vengeance, and io’ a manne) barbarous, and 
- oppcfed tothe ufage or civilized nations : Whcever confide:s, 
that we hive hundiy foagh: peace, and been refufed ; that we 
have been denie{ even a hearing ;alloor petitions reje&ted ; all 
our remonftranc:s difezardet; that we fight not for conquett, 
: bar only for fecarity ; that our caule is the caufe of God, 
of humia aarare and polterity. Whievir. we fy ferioufly 
cevnfiters rhefe thing>, muft entertain very impr: pe ideasofthe 
divine juice, to which we have appealed. aud be ve y livle 
acqvained with the cou-fe of human affairs, to harbour the 
fax ‘eft doudt of our berg tucceisfu! + cee 
Remember the long and glorivus flroggle of the uni éd Nes _ 
nl the;lauds, 
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therlands, againft: the power of Spain, to which. theyhad onde 


been fubj.cted. Their ex:eat was fmall, their counuy poor 
their peopie far from oume:ous, end uoaccuflomed to arms, aod 
ta the neighbourhood of their enemies. Spzin, at this time, 
the molt powerful kingdom in Europe ; he: flect formidables 


“her armves great, inured to war, and led by the beft Generals of | 


the age ; and her ire:fury overflowing with the wealth of Mem- 
ico aud Peru, endeavoured to euflave them. They dusitully 
remoulirated againit the defign, their petitions were t:eated 
wich contempt, and fire and fword were carried into their coun- 
try 10 compe! fubmiffion. They nobly refolved to befiee, they 


declared themfcives independent States, and after an obfiinate 


ftruogie fruttrated the wicked intentions of Spaia. 

S «itzertand prefents us with aco her inftance of magnané® 
mity. That couniry was opprefied by cruel tyraats, but the 
people retufed to contigue in bondage ; wich armes in their 
hands they «xpeiled thofe tyrants, and left to then defcendants 
the portiva of treedom 

- Evea England, whofe genious now blufhes for the degene~ 
racy of he: fons, hath afforded examdles of oppofition to tyrams 
py which are worthy tobe imitated by all nations. His facred 
majeily Charles [ loft his head and his crown, by attem pring: 
to er Mave his fubjeets ; and his facred msjefiy James HI. wastor 
the fame reafon cxpelled the kingdom wich his whole family, 
and the Priace of Orange chofen king in his lead. Fhe Eng» 
lith were too wife to be'ieve, that the per fon of any tyrant comd 


be facced ; and never fuff-red any man to wear the-crown, whe © 


ait-mpted to exercife the powers of royalty to the deflin€tion 
of the people fom whom thofe powers werederived This 
practice-is sot only confiftent with human reafor, bu’ perfcet- 
hy confoaant to the will and pra€tice of God bimfeif. You kcow 
that the Jews were under his peculiar dire€ttion, and you need 
not be informed of the many ivftances in which he tock the 
crown from fuch of their kings, as refufed to govern according 
to the laws of the Jews. : 

_If then God hath given us freedom, are we not refponfible: 
to him for that, as well as other talents ?. Ifit be ovr births 
right, let us not fell it for a mefs of pottage, nor fuffer it to be 
torn from us by the hand of violence /—If the means cf defence 
are'‘in our power, and. we do not make ufe of them; what ex- 
cufe thall we make to curchildren and our creator? Thefeare: 


vee 


o> ‘lie 
Burin the world to come. And furely, “ if ever a teh ts the ox ae 
trial of fpirits can be neceffary, it is now. If ever thofe of lis : 
berty and faétion ought to be diffinguifhed trom each other, ic 
is now. If ever it is incumbent on the people to know truth 
and to follow it,it-s now.” 

~*~ Rouze, therefore; brave citizens !'Do your duty like men ! 

- And be perfuaded, that divine Provideace will not permit this 
weltern world to be invovled in the horrors of flavery. Con- 
fider ! That from the earlieft ages of she world, religion, liber+ 
ty and empire have been beadiag their courfe toward the fet= 
ting fun. The holy gefpels are fet to be preached to thofe 
weltern régions, and we have the hipheft reafou'to believe, that 
the Almighty will not {uffer flavery and the gofpel to go hand 
in hand. I: cannot / It will not be ! 

But if there be any amopg us, dead to all fenfe of honovit 
and love of their couctry ; if deat ro all the cails of libercy, 
Virtue and religions if forgetful of the maguanimity of their 
anceilors, and the happiuefs of their children : If nei her the 
exavepies and the fuegels of other nations, the cidtates cf reafoa 
and of nature, or the great duties they owe to their God, thems 
felves and their pofierity have any «ft upon them: I! net= 
ther the injuries they have received, the prizethey are contend- 
ing for, the fatare bleffings or Gickes of their children, thé 
applaufe or reproach of all mankind, the approbation or difé 
pieafure of their great Judge, or thehappivels or mifery coefe- 
@uent upon their conduct, in this and a future flare can move 
them. Then let them be affured that they deferve to-be flaves, 
and are entitled to nothiog but anguifh aad tiibulation. Let 
them banith from their remembrance, the reputation, the free- 
dom and happinefs. which they have inherited from their fore. 
fathers: Let them forget cvery duty buman and divice, re- 
member not that they. have children, and beware how they call 

_ to mind the juftice of the Supreme Being. Let them go isto» 
captivity like the idolatrons and difobedicat Jews, and bea : 

reproach and a hye word among the nations. 

But we think better things of you. We helieve, at are 
perfuaddl, that you wil! do your duty like men, aid chearfully 
refer your canfe to the great and righreons Judge. It fuccefs: 
crown your efforts, ail the bleffings of freedom will be your 
reward. If you fallin the conteft, you will be happy with: 
God and liberty ia heaven. ge 

* By the naanimons order of the Convention.” ee 
ABRAHAM TEN BROECK, Prefident. 
> FGM, Dee, 23, 1776, : 
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